
Funeral Assistance 
Funding Policy
A summary of the DGG  
Funeral Assistance Program



|What funding is available?  
Guided by our traditions and values, the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę Government will provide 
grieving families of beneficiaries with funding of up to $10,000 to help pay for 
the costs related to the wake and funeral. When possible, the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę 
Government’s staff will also help the family organize the wake and funeral.

|What can the funding be used for?
This funding can be used by the deceased’s family to cover costs related to 
the funeral and wake period, including transportation of the body, flowers, 
food, venue rental, new clothing and shoes for the body, and flights for 
immediate family members to attend the funeral.

|Who can apply for this funding? 
The money for funeral assistance funding comes from the land claim, so 
this funding is only available to the immediate family of deceased Délın̨ę 
beneficiaries. 

Immediate family includes close relatives by birth, adoption or marriage, 
including parents, parents-in-law, stepparents, grandparents, spouses, 
siblings, siblings-in-law, children, children-in-law, step-children, adopted 
children, grandchildren, and adopted grandchildren

If there is other funding available, the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę Government will 
consider also supporting the families of long-time residents of Délın̨ę and 
band members who are not Délın̨ę beneficiaries on a case-by-case basis. 
Families are encouraged to talk to the CEO about funding options. 

The Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę Government has new rules for how the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę 
Government supports families of beneficiaries after a loved one’s death. 

It is our tradition that our community comes together to honour the 
memory of those who have passed and to comfort the bereaved family. 
Our traditions of gathering with the family during a wake period and for a 
funeral and feast reflect our respect and compassion for the deceased and 
their loved ones.

Funeral Assistance Funding is dependent on the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę 
Government having funding available for this program. 



|How to apply for funding?
The family needs to appoint one person to be the Family Coordinator. This 
person will be in charge of filling in the application, acting as the primary 
contact for the family, and will receive the money to use for the funeral and 
wake. The Family Coordinator will complete the application form (available 
from the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę Government main office and at deline.ca) with the 
following information: 

•	 Receipts or quotes for the funeral expenses, 

•	 Proof that the person died (e.g. as a letter from a funeral home, police 
report, coroner’s report, obituary, statement of death, medical certificate 
of death, or death certificate), 

•	 If the deceased was not enrolled as a Délın̨ę beneficiary, evidence that 
the person was eligible to be enrolled, and 

•	 Signatures from two other family members confirming that the Family 
Coordinator has the family’s approval to act on their behalf. 

Applications for Funeral Assistance Funding must be submitted to the Délın̨ę 
Got’ın̨ę Government within one year of the death.

|What happens if more than one Family Coordinator 	
applies for funding for the same deceased person?
If the Délın̨ę Got’ın̨ę Government gets more than one application for funding 
for the same deceased person, the CEO will decide which Family Coordinator 
will get the Funeral Assistance Funding.

Applications Forms are available at deline.ca or at the main office.
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