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Ministerial 
and MP Level Meetings 

In Person NWT Council of Leaders Meeting 

September 17, 2024 Yellowknife 

On September 17 2024, Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny Gaudet and DKK 

Members Leonard Kenny, Gina Bayha, and Dora Blondin, 

attended the NWT Council of Leaders annual in person 

meeting. They were supported by Intergovernmental 

Relations Director Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox and Government 

Relations Officer Cynthia Modese.  

The focus of discussion was on issues of common interest. 

Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny Gaudet added his voice to advocating for 

GNWT to take steps to address the cost of living crisis in the 

Sahtu. He spoke about the needs for more housing in the 

community, and presented GNWT with solutions for the 

issues, where GNWT can support DGG efforts, in particular 

DGG efforts to secure additional stable funding from Canada. 
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Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ and DKK members Kenny, Dolphus and Blondin 

also raised issues around cost of living, the need for better 

health care supports, and actions being taken to support 

youth in the community.  It was noted that a number of 

youth from other NWT communities attended the annual 

Spiritual Gathering during August 2024 .  

At the meeting, all leaders agreed to go together to Ottawa 

to advocate for federal action on issues common to all NWT 

communities. 

 

 

 

From L-R: Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny Gaudet, Délın̨ę Ɂohda K’aowe Ke Walter Bezha, and Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ members Raymond 

Taniton, Gina Dolphus and Dora Blondin on their way to a ministerial press conference, and meetings with federal Crown-

Indigenous Relations Minister Anandasangaree, and a meeting with Conservative party members of the Parliamentary 

Indigenous Affairs committee, October 10, 2024, Ottawa. 

 

Advocating for Délįnę Got’įnę Government Interests in Ottawa: Advocating for a Commissioner for Modern Treaty 

Implementation   

After over 20 years of advocacy by the Land Claims 

Agreements Coalition, representing most modern treaty 

governments in Canada, the Government of Canada 

announced a Collaborative National Modern Treaty 

Implementation Policy. Along with all other modern treaty 

organizations in Canada, Délįnę Got’įnę Government officials 

announced that it would pass a law to create a Commissioner 

for Modern Treaties. Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Gaudet joined the minister 

and other modern treaty leaders, speaking at a press 

conference announcing that the Bill was tabled in Parliament 
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on October 07. The DGG delegation met with the federal 

CIRNAC minister, and attended the press conference held in 

the lobby of the Parliament building, where the proposed 

laws was announced.  

The proposed Commissioner marks a turning point and new 

approach by the federal government. The Auditor General of 

Canada for decades has called on the federal government to 

do a better job of implementing modern treaties. The new 

law, drafted with full participation of all modern treaty 

governments in Canada, will hold the Government of Canada 

accountable for how it implements modern treaties.  

The federal government will invest $10 million over 5 years to 

establish the Commissioner and support their work. The 

Commissioner will report annually to Parliament, and provide 

modern treaty leaders with the ability to bring their concerns 

to a higher and consistent level of attention, and important 

development to secure the relationship between modern 

treaty organizations and the government of Canada.  

 

Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ ́Danny Gaudet,  accompanied by Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ membesr Leonard Kenny, Gina Dolphus, and Dora Blondin, and 

Délın̨ę Ɂohda K’aowe Ke member Walter Bezha, along with Minister Andandasangaree and other federal ministers and modern 

treaty leaders, speaks at a press conference at the Parliament building in Ottawa, October 10, 2024. 

  

 



 
Right: Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny Gaudet,  accompanied by Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ membesr Leonard Kenny, Gina Dolphus, and Dora Blondin, and Délın̨ę Ɂohda 

K’aowe Ke member Walter Bezha along with other modern treaty leaders met with Conservative Party of Canada MPs to advocate for modern treaty 

implementation legislation, and to build relationships with the Conservative members of Parliament; Left: Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny Gaudet discussed DGG 

priorities with NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh .

 

Advocating for Shared Indigenous Government – 

GNWT Priorities at the In Person Federal Advocacy 

NWT Council of Leaders Meeting in Ottawa, October 

8-9, 2024 

At the September 2024 NWT Council of Leaders meeting, it 

was decided that NWT Indigenous Leaders and the NWT 

Premier and Cabinet would go to Ottawa to speak together to 

the federal Cabinet about the priorities of the NWT. This 

historic meeting was the first of its kind, and resulted in the 

leaders and GWT Cabinet meeting with 12 federal Cabinet 

Ministers. In addition, the DGG met with Jagmeet Singh, 

leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada, and met with 

4 Conservative Party of Canada MPs who sit on the 

Parliamentary Indigenous Affairs committee, responsible for 

reviewing all legislation proposed which impacts Indigenous 

peoples in Canada.  They also attended meetings with NWT 

Senator Dawn Anderson, and NP Michael McLeod. 

 The DGG representatives included  Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny 

Gaudet, Délın̨ę Ɂohda K’aowe Ke Walter Bezha, and Délın̨ę 

K’aowǝdó Kǝ members Raymond Taniton, Gina Dolphus and 

Dora Blondin.  DGG representatives actively participated in all 

meetings with federal ministers,  and were responsible for 

chairing different meetings with ministers and leading 

discussions with shared key messages from the  NWT Council 

of Leaders during those discussions.

 

 

 

 



 

Right: Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ members Leonard Kenny meet with the Deputy Minister of Housing and Infrastructure Canada along with other modern 

treaty leaders and officials; Left:, Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ members Gina Dolphus and Leonard Kenny meet with MP Michael McLeod along with other 

NWT modern treaty leaders in Ottawa October 28-31, 2024 

Advocating for Legislation and Funding to Support 

Ongoing Modern Treaty Implementation in Ottawa, 

October 28-31, 2024 

Modern treaty governments involved in the Collaborative 

Fiscal Process jointly decided to initiate information sharing 

meetings with federal officials, and to lobby MPs to pass 

legislation intended to better implement modern treaties.  

A series of meetings were booked from October 28-31; the 

DGG delegation included Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ members 

Leonard Kenny and Gina Dolphus, who attended meetings 

with ministers, MPs, and senior federal officials to explain the 

importance of the funding methodologies developed through 

Collaborative Fiscal Process.  

 

In particular, they emphasized the need for funding to 

implement authorities over lands, and to support 

infrastructure and languages.  

 At the meetings, they also explained the importance of 

passing legislation to amend the federal Interpretation Act, 

and to pass a law establishing the commissioner for Modern 

Treaties.  

The shared priorities of all modern treaty governments across 

Canada were amplified through this joint advocacy initiative.  
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Building Understanding:  

Meeting with Federal Minister of Justice Arif Virani to Advocate for 

Recognition and Funding to Implement DGG Justice Authorities 

 

On October 28, 2024, Délın̨ę K’aowǝdó Kǝ members Leonard 

Kenny and Gina Dolphus met with federal Minister of Justice 

Arif Virani to present DGG review of the federal justice 

strategy, advocating for better inclusion and recognition of 

the authorities of the DGG under the self government 

agreement. This included educating the Minister on the 

community and its vision for the future with respect to justice 

authorities, and areas where the DGG and Canada can work 

together to better implement the self government agreement 

justice authorities. Minister Virani expressed interest in 

visiting the community. DGG officials will be following up on 

meeting outcomes and to continue work to support DGG 

inclusion in the Justice Strategy. 

 

 

 

Advocating for Protected Areas and Sharing 

Information About the NWT Project Finance for 

Permanence at COP 16 In Cali, Colombia 

From October 26-30, Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ Danny Gaudet made the 

journey to Cali, Colombia to participate in discussions and 

information sharing about the public-private sector funding 

approach to support Indigenous peoples in the NWT to 

protect and conserve their lands, build their local economies, 

and create employment and build capacity among 

community residents in culturally safe ways. Supported by 

the Government of Canada and the Indigenous Leadership 

Initiative, Ɂek’wahtıd̨ǝ́ showcased DGG’s efforts over many 

years to protect sacred spaces and Great Bear Lake, and 

shared the community’s vision about creating an Indigenous 

Protected Area. The event offered opportunities to share 

experiences and meet with potential new funders who have 

interests in supporting conservation in the NWT. 



 

Intergovernmental Relations 

Intergovernmental Relations(IGR) staff include Paulina Roche, 

CEO; Cynthia Modeste, Government Relations Officer; Jessica 

Iveson (Ottawa based meetings), and Stephanie Irlbacher-

Fox, Director of Intergovernmental Relations.  

The IGR staff are responsible for all files that involve other 

governments. They support leadership to secure Ministerial 

meetings to advocate and resolve issues, and through their 

day to day work, respond to and manage interactions with 

other governments and organizations.  

The IGR team participates in a variety of working groups and 

initiatives, and produces research and takes action to 

effectively implement the self government agreement and 

land claim. They ensure that Délįnę Got’įnę Government 

leaders have all the information they need to make decisions, 

and meet with other governments to discuss issues, are 

supported in those meetings, and ensure that Délįnę Got’įnę 

Government interests are represented, protected, and 

advocated for, in all intergovernmental forums.  

Contact: intergovernmental.director@gov.deline.ca  

Photo Credits: All photos by Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox and Jessica Iveson; 

Intergovernmental Forum Photos Page 1: Adam Scotti; p7: Dahti Tetso and Val 

Courtois. 
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	Advocating for Délįnę Got’įnę Government Interests in Ottawa: Advocating for a Commissioner for Modern Treaty Implementation
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