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Request for Proposals (RFP) 2016 

Legal Services 

Délı̨nę Got’ine Government 

Délįnę, NT 

 

Issue Date:     November 09, 2016 

Submission Deadline:   3:00 PM MST, December 09, 2016   

 

Letter of Intent to Submit Deadline: 5:00 PM MST, November 30, 2016  

 

 

Overview 

 

The Délı̨nę Got’ine Government (DGG) is Canada’s newest community based 
self government with responsibility for land claim, self government, and public 
government authorities in the community of Déline and within the Déline  District 
as outlined in the Déline  Final Self Government Agreement and the Sahtu Dene 
Metis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement.  

 

Délı̨nę is a community of approximately 500 people (with an additional 500 land 
claim beneficiaries outside of the community). Délı̨nę is located on the shores of 
Great Bear Lake, with most residents continuing to practice their language, 
culture and land-based way of life. 

 

The DGG seeks proposals from qualified law firms eligible to practice in the 
Northwest Territories, to provide legal services and advice to the Ɂekw’atı̨dǝ́ and 
the elected and appointed councils of the DGG, and to the Chief Executive 
Officer. 
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The proposal must demonstrate required level of expertise to provide substantive 
advice in the following areas of law: 

Indigenous (Aboriginal) Law 

 

 Relevant knowledge and experience related to litigation, negotiation, legal 
strategy, and implementation of land claim and self government rights, including 
judicial reviews; 

 Understanding of tax law in relation to tax administration and tax treatment 
agreements of modern treaty-based governments, in particular in relation to the 
Délı̨nę Final Self Government Agreement (DFSGA) and the Sahtu Dene-Metis 
Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement (SDMCLCA); 

 Willingness to understand and incorporate principles of Dene laws and 
knowledge into legislation; 

 Ability to advise on consultation and accommodation generally and with respect 
to the land claim and self government agreements. 

 

Municipal Law and Laws of General Application in the Northwest Territories 
(Territorial and Federal) 

 

 Providing advice on compliance with existing and subsequently applicable 
federal and territorial laws of general application, and DGG laws. 

 

Environmental and Natural Resource Law 

 Demonstrated familiarity with and knowledge of the Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act, the Northwest Territories Waters Act and associated 
regulations, and how the DFSGA rights operate within that context; 

 Knowledge of the legislation and regulations relating to management of public 
land, water and resources in the NWT, including the Territorial Lands Act, NWT 
Mining Regulations, the NWT Oil and Gas Operations Act, NWT Surface Rights 
Act, NWT Archaeological Site Regulations with an understanding of the roles of 
the federal and territorial governments; 

 Understanding of DGG legislation, regulations and rights with respect to the use, 
management and administration of DGG Lands under the SDMCLCA and 
DFSGA; 

 Advise on federal and territorial legislative Initiatives impacting Indigenous, land 
claim and self government rights in the NWT; and, 

 Proven experience supporting innovative approaches to indigenous 
environmental stewardship. 
 

 



 

P.O. Box 156 Délın̨ę    |   Northwest Territories  X0E 0G0   |   Phone: (867) 589.8100   |   www.Délın̨e.̨ca  

Legislative Drafting, Lands and Registries 

 

 Ability to provide legislative drafting services and associated legal research; 

 Ability to provide Law Clerk services as required, including advising on 
establishment and development of legal registries; 

 Advise on administrative processes associated with accessing DGG Settlement 
Lands and DGG Community Lands, including drafting, issuance, renewal and 
transfer of leases, contracts, and other land related agreements.  
  

Tax, Corporate and Contract Law 

 

 Provide advice on legal strategies, legislative requirements and options for: 
o Implementation of SDMCLCA and DFSGA rights with respect to 

contracting within the Délı̨nę District; 
o Resource development on DGG Settlement Lands, including access and 

impact benefit frameworks; 
o Contracts and agreements; 
o Procurement;  
o Goods and Services; 
o Federal tax law and policy with respect to the DGG, its tax agreements 

and provisions of the SDMCLC and DFSGA and associated businesses; 
o Setting up businesses, legal requirements for structures and corporate 

governance, structuring partnerships; 
o Asset acquisitions and transfers. 

 

 

Employment, Labour and Human Rights Law 

 

 Provide advice on legal strategies, legislative requirements and options for: 
o Implementation and termination of employment contracts; 
o Development of Human Resources materials; 
o Human rights issues. 

 Litigation and negotiation experience regarding employment and labour issues.  
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I. RFP PROCESS AND EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 

 

i. Deadline for submission of proposals: 5 PM MST December 09, 2016 

 

ii. Questions regarding the RFP should be sent by email to: 

 

Dr. Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox, PhD 

Implementation Director 

Délı̨nę Got’ine Government  

fcl@northwestel.net 

Subject Line: Legal RFP Questions [DATE, TIME SENT] 

 

Questions will be received from the date of RFP issue via email only, until 
November 21, 2016. Answers to questions will be provided directly and only to 
those submitting the respective questions. Answers to questions will be provided 
within three business days, and may be provided via email or telephone.  

 

iii. Letter of Intent 

 

A signed Letter of Intent to submit a proposal in response to this RFP should be 
sent via email to Mr. Mark Modeste by the Letter of Intent deadline. The letter 
should be no more than one page and state the name, address, and confirmation 
that the respondent intend to submit a proposal in response to this RFP. The 
letter of intent does not create any legal obligations on the part of the DGG or the 
respondent. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fcl@northwestel.net
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iv. Evaluation of Proposals 

 

An internal evaluation process will be established by the Délı̨nę Got’ine 
Government. The evaluation will result in a short list. Applicants selected for the 
short list may be asked to provide a presentation to the evaluation committee 
prior to a selection being made.  

 

Qualifying proposals must meet all mandatory requirements set out in this RFP 
and contain all content specified. Proposals not meeting mandatory requirements 
will be disqualified, as will those proposals not containing all content specified, or 
those proposals that do not sufficiently demonstrate an understanding of the 
requirements of this RFP.  The DGG reserves the right to reject any proposal at 
its discretion, and to select a proposal that may not represent the lowest cost in 
any given scenario, and to refuse any proposal submitted after the submission 
deadline stated in this RFP. 

 

Evaluations and rankings of proposals will be determined solely at the discretion 
of the DGG; decisions relating to evaluations, rankings and short list inclusion or 
exclusion shall not be questioned, appealed or reviewed in any manner. 

 

Where no qualifying proposals are received, as determined by the evaluation 
process, the DGG will be free to seek a retainer agreement with any law firm or 
lawyer(s) judged to have the legal and financial capability to provide the required 
services. 

 

II. SELECTION CRITERIA 

 

i. Resources and Expertise: The proposal must indicate required human 
resources and legal expertise within the firm, and evidence of availability. The 
quality of available resources and expertise will be a primary consideration in 
proposal evaluation. 

ii. Key Individuals: the proposal must identify the lawyer or lawyers in the firm 
who will be primarily responsible for providing expertise; their curriculum vitae 
and personal profile must be provided, describing relevant background and 
experience; 
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iii. Fee structure: the proposed fee structure, billing practices for different tasks 
and types of legal advice, proposed method of payment and interest accrual. 
These will be a primary consideration in proposal evaluation. 

iv. Accessibility: it is preferred, but not essential, that the successful proponent 
will have an office and legal representative within the Northwest Territories, 
Yukon, or Alberta. Ability to communicate with the DGG using 
videoconferencing, internet-based and teleconferencing technology should be 
demonstrated. 

v. Indigenous capacity building: the proposal should indicate evidence of 
measures the firm takes to promote the education and career opportunities of 
Indigenous legal professionals.   

 

Proposals may include any additional submissions or documentation related to 
the proposal that may enhance or clarify the lawyer’s or firm’s qualifications. 
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III. MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

 

The following mandatory requirements will be considered as part of the 
evaluating criteria: 

i. a signed statement that the Key Individuals and the firm is free of any conflict 
of interest, or a statement of how potential conflicts would be addressed 
internally within the firm; 

ii. a listing of lawyers identified as Key Individuals advising the DGG, including 
their curriculum vitae or personal profiles; 

iii. demonstrate sufficient expertise in the areas of law identified in order to 
provide legal advice and support to the DGG; 

iv. a proposed fee structure associated with the provision of legal advice; 
v. proposals submitted after the stated submission deadline will not be included 

in the RFP evaluation and will not be considered; 
vi. amendments to proposals after the submission deadline will not be allowed. 

 

IV. APPLICANT EXPENSES 

 

i. Applicants are solely responsible for any and all expenses associated with 
preparing, submitting and delivering a proposal in response to this RFP, and 
for all expenses associated with subsequently negotiating a retainer 
agreement should their proposal be successful, regardless of the outcome of 
any such negotiation, for whatever reason. 

 

V. PROPOSAL OWNERSHIP 

 

i. All proposals submitted become the property of the DGG. 

 

VI. CONFIDENTIALITY 

 

i. All proposals will remain confidential to those involved in the evaluation 
process. 
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VII. NO OBLIGATION 

 

The DGG is under no obligation to accept or respond to any response received 
to this RFP, or to negotiate an agreement for legal services. The DGG is under 
no obligation to accept the lowest price or any proposal. This RFP and any 
consequent responses or proposals does not create any obligations on the part 
of the DGG to any respondent, until a written contract is made with a respondent 
with respect to this RFP. 

 

VIII. WITHDRAWAL 

 

A respondent may withdraw their proposal at any time by delivery of a signed 
written notice to the DGG. 

 

IX. CLOSING DATE 

 

Each proposal must be received by the closing date in a sealed envelope marked 
“Proposal for Legal Services”, containing 4 signed copies, and as a.pdf file on a 
flash drive, on or before: 

 

5 PM MST 

December 09, 2016  

 

Attention:  

Mr. Mark Modeste, Assistant Director, Government Services 

Délı̨nę Got’ine Government 

PO Box 156 

Délı̨nę, NT 

X0E 0G0 
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Tel. 867.589.8100 

Email: Mark_Modeste@gov.Délı̨nę.ca 

 

 
 


